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We Empower Women

We Inspire Change



We Make Changes in Our Community and in Society

More Americans are living 

below the poverty line 

than at any other time 

since the Census Bureau 

began keeping track. 

Philanthropy Today 11/2/11

In California, women make up 

more than three-quarters of 

those getting assistance for 

low-income families.

State Watch 11/2/11

The three bills now in Congress 

are discriminatory, unjust, and 

dangerous. They would endanger 

women’s health, restrict women’s 

rights, and erode religious 

freedom. It would threaten 

women’s health by restricting 

their access to safe reproductive 

health care. 

NCJW/LA Press Conference 4/7/11
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We Make Changes in Our Community and in Society THE ISSUES we faced this past year affecting women, children, 
and families were enormous. More women and their families are becoming 
homeless, unemployment continues to grow, domestic violence and human trafficking 
are on the rise, and our government is challenging our rights as women and individuals. 
The National Council of Jewish Women/Los Angeles, as we have for more than 100 
years, will not back down in our ability to help those in need and at risk. We have 
and will continue to provide services, programs, education, and awareness to the Los 
Angeles community.

This past year we served over 15,000 individuals by providing direct service through 
our Women Helping Women ~ Community Counseling and Support Services, 
Women Helping Children Art & Literacy Programs for Youth, Women Making a 
Difference programs, Advocacy, and our Council Thrift Shops. We had the help of 
more than 400 volunteers to make sure we were able to fill gaps in services for our 
community.

We added social workers and increased community-based counseling programs 
and scholarships. We provided more than 5,000 individuals with over 70,000 pieces 
of clothing at our Annual Clothing Giveaway and additional clothing through our 
voucher program with other community organizations. We asked the community for 
help in providing all these additional services through donations to NCJW/LA, grants, 
and increased donations to our Council Thrift Shops. Your donations to Council Thrift 
Shops provided over 75 percent of our revenue to afford us the opportunity to help 
more individuals within the community than ever before.

NCJW/LA is about social responsibility. In Pirkei Avot it states, “It is not for you to 
complete the task, but neither are you free to desist from it.” We know we will not fix all 
things, but as you will see as you read through this Annual Report, we do not desist 
from our social responsibility or the tasks at hand.

B’Shalom,

Amy Straus Ruth Zeitzew Hillary Selvin 
Co-President  Co-President Executive Director
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Our Community

Membership and Outreach

Who are the people behind NCJW/LA? 
We are members, we are volunteers, 

we are supporters, we are women making 
a difference. NCJW/LA is dedicated and 
passionate about our commitment to 
women, children, and families in need and 
at risk throughout Los Angeles through 
our vision, action, and service.

Women Making A Difference (WMD)  
has expanded. In addition to the thriving 
WMD group in the City, NCJW/LA added 
groups in the Valley and the West Valley/
Agoura Hills. Meeting monthly, WMD 
volunteers do “Mitzvot & Merlot” 
community service projects as well as 
projects with partner agencies. Even 
though they have little time, these dynamic 
and energetic women come together to 
do a mitzvah and make an impact in the 
community as well as make new friends. 
Projects included NICU parent care kits 
for Cedars-Sinai and St. Joseph Providence 
Medical Center, Shabbat baskets for JFS 
Hirsh Family Kitchen at-home clients, a 
book drive and bookmarks for participants 
in NCJW/LA Women Helping Children 
and Women Helping Women programs, 
rainy day packets for SOVA clients, 
back-to-school supplies for NCJW/LA 
shelter programs, and no-sew blankets for 
a variety of shelter and hospice programs.

Volunteers are at the core of NCJW/
LA, and more are always needed. In 
August 2010, NCJW/LA held its annual 
Volunteer Open House at Council House. 
Current volunteers and NCJW/LA staff 
introduced visitors to the many volunteer 
opportunities available, including the Art 
Pals, Ben’s Books, Light Up A Library, Art 
Bridges Culture, After School Homework 
Club, Teen Mom Tutoring, Counseling 
Talkline, and Court Watch programs and 
the Scholarship Committee, Advocacy 
Committee, and Council Thrift Shops.

The Vista Val Division in the Valley moved 
back to newly refurbished Temple Judea in 
Tarzana for its Monday afternoon meetings. 
It continued to offer social and cultural op-
portunities including Art, Book Discussion, 
Jewish Studies, Movie Discussion, Woman 
to Woman, and World Affairs special 
interest groups as well as educational trips. 
Vista Val’s once-a-month general meetings 
offered a variety of speakers, and proceeds 
from its spring and fall luncheons helped 
fund the programs and services provided 
by NCJW/LA. Vista Val members contin-
ued to support Women Helping Children’s 
Light Up a Library program through  
book drives.

The final meeting of the Beverly West 
Division was held in October 2010 and  
its members became at-large members  
of NCJW/LA.

NCJW/LA’s Life Members have become 
multigenerational, with members enroll-
ing their young children as Life Members 
shortly after they are born. The annual Life 
Member Reception was held in November 
2010 to show appreciation to these  
members for their continuing support and 
offer them an opportunity to connect  
and learn more about what NCJW/LA  
has accomplished. 

In April NCJW/LA presented its Annual 
Women’s Seder at Council House, bring-
ing together members and guests to 
observe Passover with a uniquely designed 
seder that celebrates women. Mothers 
and daughters and grandmothers and 
granddaughters came together to enjoy a 
service filled with special traditions such as 
an orange on the seder plate and the four 
questions asked by daughters and grand-
daughters. Special thanks to the event’s 
sponsors, underwriters, and supporters: 
Amy and Jeffrey P. Straus, Suzanne and 
David Buckholtz, Merryll and Bob Klausner, 
Milken Family Foundation, Pamela and 
Zachary Brown, Beverly Mushinsky, Cipra 
Nemeth, Allison Schwarz, Anita Aratow, 
Deborah Berger, Lance Brown, Dorothy S. 
Gould, and Mt. Sinai Memorial Parks  
& Mortuaries.

Women Making a Difference volunteers 
Suzanne Buckholtz (left) and Susan Isaacs 
dressing windows at a Council Thrift Shop as 
one of the group’s monthly projects

Board member Pam Brown addressing 
the crowd at the Volunteer Open House

A mother and daughter reading 
from the Haggadah at the 
Annual Women’s Seder
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More than 100 guests gathered at Council 
House for the NCJW/LA Annual Meeting 
on June 5, which included installation of 
the new Board of Directors and officers, 
the Volunteer Awards, and donor rec-
ognition. The guest speaker was Nancy 
Kaufman, the new CEO of National 
Council of Jewish Women, who inspired 
and motivated the members and volun-
teers. Judy Vaughan, founder and executive 
director of Alexandria House, installed the 
2011–2012 Board. Thank you to spon-
sors Amy and Jeffrey P. Straus, Suzanne 
Buckholtz, and Shelli Dodell.

NCJW/LA continued to expand its 
visibility in the community using social 
media such as Facebook, YouTube, and 
Twitter. In addition, an outreach program 
at Council Thrift Shops was instituted to 
invite Thrift customers and donors to join 
NCJW/LA as members. Throughout the 
year, Membership and Outreach volun-
teers and staff members participated in 
many community events, including the 
West Hollywood Healthy Children’s Fair, 
West Hollywood Senior Health Fair, West 
Hollywood Book Fair, SORO Festival, Bob 
Blumenfield’s Resource Fair in the Valley, 
Jewish County Fair at the Shalom Institute 
in Malibu, and other events where NCJW/
LA distributed information and continued 
reaching out and responding to the needs 
of the community.

Cheryl Abrams 
A Woman Making a Difference

Several years ago, Cheryl Abrams was looking to help people directly as 

opposed to being a “docent type of volunteer.” As a teacher, her sched-

ule would not allow for this type of volunteering during the school year. 

After reading about NCJW/LA’s tutoring opportunities, she contacted 

NJCW/LA to volunteer. 

Her involvement with NCJW/LA deepened and before long she helped 

start the Women Making a Difference group in Agoura Hills. “Now  

my time has come, and Women Making a Difference was the perfect  

opportunity. This has been a very gratifying experience. I thought I might 

be able to get six to 10 women together and now we have as many as 

20 each month,” she said.

Cheryl graciously hosts Women Making a Difference events each month 

at her home and continues to be amazed at the enthusiasm, commit-

ment, and generosity of the volunteers. “This experience has empow-

ered me to look ahead—to understand that one person can inspire 

others and that you never know until you try,” she said. “We are part  

of something bigger than each individual.”

The incoming NCJW/LA Board of Directors 
with NCJW CEO Nancy Kaufman (wearing 
green) at the Annual Meeting

Women Making a Difference volunteers (left to right) 
Ellen Weaver, Cheryl Abrams, and Sharon Dancygier 
delivering “goodnight bags” to L.A. Family Housing.
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Women Helping Women

Women Helping Women~Community 
Counseling & Support Services 

(WHW) is driven by the organizing belief 
that people need people, and that human 
connection is essential to individual em-
powerment, mental health, and emotional 
healing. It puts that belief into practice by 
reaching out across social barriers, filling 
gaps in services, and responding flexibly to 
the needs of those who are overwhelmed 
and underserved. This year WHW’s 
dedicated volunteers, gifted clinical social 
workers, and outstanding MSW interns 
empowered 7,366 individuals who are 
facing adversity to develop their potential 
and live safer and more fulfilling lives. 

By supporting the whole person, WHW 
inspires its clients to change and grow in 
ways that they may not have even real-
ized was possible. During the past year its 
paraprofessional counselors offered 1,998 
Counseling Talkline callers “all the time 
they needed” to explore the problems 
they faced. By providing 2,760 hours of 
compassionate listening and support to 
those facing anxiety, depression, domestic 
violence, health problems, mental illness, 
and other stressors, Talkline volunteers 
offered much more than resources and 
emergency services; they offered callers 
the reassurance that someone cares, and 
the hope that they can overcome the 
obstacles that prevent them from realizing 
their dreams.

NCJW/LA believes that all women, 
children, and families deserve the indi-
vidualized, long-term support that will 
empower them to realize their potential. 
That’s why WHW was proud to have 
offered access to high-quality, compre-

hensive mental health services for 144 
individuals in 2010–2011—regardless of 
the clients’ culture, ethnicity, gender, race, 
religion, sexual orientation, or ability to pay. 
WHW’s seven highly skilled therapists and 
six competitively selected MSW interns 
offer state-of-the-art clinical services that 
decrease clients’ suffering, enhance coping, 
and promote growth and positive change 
for individuals, couples, and families.

WHW’s whole-person, relationship-
focused approach goes beyond reduc-
ing individuals’ symptoms; it works to 
strengthen the vital support systems and 
interpersonal connections that are essen-
tial for individual growth and development. 
Last year it offered emergency services to 

224 families, provided couple and family 
therapy to 32 clients, and enabled the 
participation of 52 women and teens in 
WHW Women’s Empowerment support 
groups. In addition, WHW began develop-
ing research tools to ensure that NCJW/
LA is supporting clients in identifying, 
exploring, and obtaining support for their 
unmet needs. At every step, WHW clients 
and Talkline callers participate actively in 
the collaborative change process by de-
veloping their own goals, building on their 
own internal strengths, and connecting 
with external resources.

In keeping with an emphasis on empower-
ment and collaboration, WHW continued 
its active involvement in professional 
networks, partnerships, and trainings 
that strengthen the safety net for women, 
children, and families in the community. As 
part of the Westside Domestic Violence 

WHW Women’s Empowerment groups 
help people share experiences and build 
strengths in a supportive environment.

Three of the teens who 
participated in WHW’s 
BBYO leadership 
conference on human 
trafficking awareness
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Network (WDVN), WHW representa-
tives partner with other professionals 
in developing best practices to support 
victims of domestic violence and their chil-
dren. WHW also coordinates the Family 
Court Advocacy Project’s Court Watch, 
training volunteers to conduct research 
in family courts that will inform advocacy 
efforts at the state and local level, to 
ensure that victims of domestic violence 
and their children are receiving adequate 
protections. In addition, WHW partnered 
with the City of West Hollywood in 
launching a Community Response Team 
for Domestic Violence, hosting cross-
trainings for service providers as well as 
local law enforcement professionals. And 
in February, WHW hosted a leadership 
conference on human trafficking aware-
ness as part of BBYO’s 85th Annual 
International Convention, which brought 
together teenagers from 35 states and 
eight countries. The teens learned about 
modern-day slavery and were inspired to 
go back to their communities and raise 
awareness.

In everything Women Helping Women 
does, its staff, interns, and volunteers 
venture far beyond the familiar shores of 
community service, inspiring the kind of 
change that transforms individuals, families, 
and communities, helping people over-
come adversity and realize their dreams.

Maria Suarez 
Raising Awareness About Human Trafficking

Maria Suarez knows what it’s like to be afraid, isolated, and unsure where 

to turn. For five years, she was held captive and terrorized by a man who 

“bought her” for $200. At the age of 16, only weeks after migrating from 

Mexico with her family, Maria was tricked into accompanying a woman who 

had promised her a job in her new country. “But there was no job,” Maria 

explains. “Just an old man who paid $200 so that he could do whatever he 

wanted with me.” A victim of human sex trafficking, Maria endured five years 

of constant abuse, along with endless threats that her family would be killed 

if she somehow broke free.

But today, Maria is free. She is a survivor. And as WHW’s primary Spanish-

speaking Talkline counselor, she loves doing telephone counseling “because  

it gives me the satisfaction of feeling that I can help others,” she says.

Not content to wait by the phone, Maria also does community outreach 

for WHW every week, going to parks, rec centers, schools, and libraries to 

distribute literature about NCJW’s programs and services. She distributes 

literature about NCJW/LA’s programs and services. On the weekends, Maria 

often crosses the Mexican border to speak to villagers about the risks of 

trafficking. Everywhere she goes, Maria brings a message of empowerment,  

“I tell them, ‘I want you to be ready in the future if something similar  

happens in your family.’”

Maria sharing her story 
of captivity, survival, 
and empowerment. In 
recognition of her outreach 
efforts to end human 
trafficking, local members of 
the National Association of 
Social Workers honored her 
with their Public Citizen of 
the Year Award in March.

WHW staff and volunteers at a Court Watch 
training in June



6    NCJW/LA     Annual Report 2010–2011

Women Helping Children

More than 145 Women Helping 
Children (WHC) volunteers remain 

committed to providing programs that 
enrich the lives of over 5,600 youths in 
our schools and in our community. 

For nearly a decade, volunteer “art educa-
tors” in the Art Bridges Culture program 
have encouraged students to celebrate the 
rich diversity and traditions of the people 
of Los Angeles through interactive lessons 
and hands-on cultural art projects from 
around the world. 

Through the Light Up a Library program, 
WHC volunteers continue to inspire a 
love of reading by helping to keep five 
LAUSD elementary school libraries open 
and accessible to children and by replacing 
lost and worn books to expand the library 
collection.

In an effort to keep art education in 
schools, volunteer art educators in the 
Art Pals program adapted the Museum of 
Contemporary Art’s new Contemporary 
Art Starts curriculum to create a program 

for fourth-grade classes, which builds  
upon the vocabulary, concepts, and  
lessons taught in the Art Pals third-grade 
curriculum. The fourth-grade curriculum 
was well-received by participating students 
at Reseda Elementary School and, moving 
forward, Art Pals will be offered to both 
third- and fourth-grade classes at partici-
pating schools.

WHC volunteers also provided academic 
assistance and support to hundreds of 
youth through the After School 
Homework Club, Teen Mom Tutoring and 
shelter-based Tutoring and Enrichment 
programs, which foster a sense of personal 
responsibility for success, build self-esteem, 
and boost confidence in the students’ 
ability to succeed.

This year, the Alexandria House Teen 
Program held its first art and photography 
exhibition. Titled “Flavors of Distortion,” 
the show was held at Groundwork Coffee 
Company in downtown Los Angeles in 
conjunction with the LA Downtown Art 
Walk. The artists, a small but representative 
group of young women and men, had the 
opportunity to show the public how they 
view their city, each other, and themselves. 
Many of the Alexandria House teens come 
from diverse backgrounds—with family 
ties ranging from Mexico and El Salvador 
to Sweden and Saudi Arabia—but they 
are unified in their desire to express them-
selves. Using found objects from Council 
Thrift Shops, canvas, tempera, acrylics, and 
other media, they created a body of work 
that reflects who they are. Many thanks 
to Groundwork Coffee Company, Pitfire 
Pizza, and all of the wonderful NCJW/LA 
and Alexandria House staff and volunteers 
who helped make the exhibition possible. 

Alexandria House Teen Program 
participant Sirena admires her work 
at the “Flavors of Distortion” gallery 
reception.

WHC volunteer Renee Tener-Hertzberg 
works with young students to create 
Indonesian puppets during an Art Bridges 
Culture class.
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Lotte Sohn 
Always a Teacher

For more than two years, NCJW/LA Life Member Lotte Sohn has been volunteering twice a week with Women Helping 

Children’s After School Homework Club program at Rosewood Avenue School. Lotte finds volunteering with the program  

very rewarding.

“The After School Homework Club gives me something to do on a regular basis that I feel I can contribute to,” she said. “Having 

been a teacher for many years, I explain things to children when I feel it is indicated and don’t just give them the answers. It is 

helpful to them and, therefore, rewarding to me.”

Lotte tells about a youngster who gave her a hard time when they first met. “It was clear that she preferred working with the 

younger, college student volunteers than with the old grandmother! I could appreciate that and stayed out of her way—until one 

day, when the little girl needed help 

and the college student was strug-

gling to explain what she needed to 

know. I quietly stepped in and began 

to explain the concept. I got a smile 

and a thank you, and in the end she 

asked me about my accent! It turns 

out that one of her grandfathers also 

came from Europe and has a similar 

accent. Since then, we are good 

friends and the relationship  

is meaningful to both of us.”

In addition to her involvement as 

a volunteer with the After School 

Homework Club, Lotte recently 

joined the NCJW/LA Board of 

Directors. “I like being involved with 

NCJW/LA because the programs are 

helpful in our community, and I find it 

personally satisfying to participate in 

something meaningful and important.”
Lotte with Rosewood Avenue School students at the After School Homework Club
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Advocacy

The impact of NCJW/LA’s services 
increases when members advocate 

changing social conditions, improving the 
quality of life for women, children, and 
families, and addressing the needs of the 
community we serve. 

The Advocacy Committee leads these 
efforts for NCJW/LA by organizing cam-
paigns to support or oppose legislation,  
often joining forces with other coalitions 
and organizations to create broader  
collective power. It also does this via a 
monthly series of programs to educate 
members and the general public about 
core issues through speakers and panel 
discussions. Participants have the oppor-
tunity to learn from legislators, educators, 
and activists about current state and local 
issues as well as discuss the agenda for 
women and children.

NCJW/LA entered into the 2010–2011 
program year with issues of illegal  
immigration at the forefront. It hosted 

“Immigration Reform: A Broken System” 
in August 2010 with representatives of 
the Hispanic and Asian Pacific Islander 
communities. Dave Bryan, an Emmy-
award-winning political reporter for CBS2/
KCAL9, led an exceptionally informative 
discussion.

A program on the prevention and 
prosecution of sexual predators in 
October featured well-known legal analyst 
and commentator Robin Sax and ABC7 
Eyewitness News Anchor David Ono 
leading a panel consisting of psychologist 
and author Dr. Jenn Berman, FBI Special 
Agent Adrienne Mitchell, and LAPD 
Juvenile Detective Esther Reyes exploring 
the issue.

A long-awaited program in January 
featured Congressman Henry Waxman. 
He drew a standing-room-only crowd as 

he delivered his “Inside Report: What’s 
Happening on the Hill.”  

Partnering with NCJW/LA Women 
Helping Women and the Los Angeles 
Gay and Lesbian Center, the Advocacy 
Committee featured a highly successful 
and informative program in February 
focused on domestic violence within 
both communities. NCJW/LA again had 
the pleasure of working with David Ono, 
who was joined by Eve Sheedy of the 
Los Angeles City Attorney’s office and 
Detective Haynes of the LAPD. Everyone 
in attendance was moved by the testimo-
ny of panelist “Jane Doe,” a survivor  
of domestic violence.

In March, responding to efforts in 
Congress that would strike a grievous 
blow to women’s access to reproductive 
health care, including safe, legal abortion 
and family planning, NCJW launched 
Voices for Reproductive Choices, an 
emergency campaign to mobilize its mem-
bership and the broader pro-choice Jewish 
community to reach out to Congress 
and the general public through petitions, 
awareness campaigns, social media, and 

working with other organizations. This 
initiative included a press conference on 
April 7 that NCJW/LA presented with a 
dozen other local organizations to show 
solidarity for the Stand Up for Women’s 
Health rally held in Washington, D.C., the 
same day.

Winding down the year, NCJW/LA 
brought a program on teen bullying to 
the community in May. Moderator Pat 
Harvey, anchor of KCAL/CBS2 News, was 
joined by Gail Rolf of Project 10, Daniel 
Solis from the Southern California Gay 
Straight Alliance Network, Sara Train 
of The Trevor Project, and Bev Meyer, 
program advisor for Fairfax High School’s 
Safe School Ambassador program. Bev 
brought along a student from Fairfax High 
who shared her heart-wrenching personal 
experiences being bullied by students as 
well as her family. The program touched 
the audience and there wasn’t a dry eye 
to be found. 

The Advocacy final program, in June, 
focused on juvenile prostitution, where 
NCJW/LA welcomed Judge Donna 
Quigley Groman, who presides over Los 

NCJW/LA Executive Director Hillary Selvin (at podium), backed by local representatives of 12 
other organizations that support family planning and reproductive rights, addressed the crowd at 
the Stand Up for Women’s Health press conference at Council House.
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Angeles County Juvenile Court. Following 
a screening of the documentary “Carissa,” 
Carissa Phelps, a survivor of juvenile pros-
titution, shared her personal experiences. 
Other panelists were Fadwa Assad of 
Children of the Night and Debbie Deem, 
a victim specialist for the FBI. The modera-
tor was the Honorable Judge Jan Levine 
from Los Angeles Superior Court.

Though the Advocacy programs NCJW/
LA presents vary from year to year, one 
thing never changes: its dedication to 
educating and empowering generations of 
women leaders and activists serving the 
nonprofit and civic communities.

At the “Immigration Reform” program, NCJW/LA Vice President of 
Advocacy Lee Saltz (far left) and Director of Advocacy Ruth Williams 
(far right) were joined by panelists (left to right) ACLU of Southern 
California Staff Attorney Jennie Pasquarella, National Korean American 
Service & Service & Education Consortium Executive Director Eun 
Sook Lee, CBS 2 / KCAL 9 News Political Reporter Dave Bryan, and 
TruthDig Editor Robert Scheer.

Congressman Henry A. Waxman (D-CA) giving his “inside report” on 
Capitol Hill to a packed house at Council House in January 2011

Jerilyn Stapleton 
Standing Up for Social Justice

Jerilyn Stapleton has been a regular visitor to 

NCJW/LA Council House since the early ’80s, 

when she attended National Organization for 

Women (NOW) meetings to campaign for the 

Equal Rights Amendment. In the years since, 

she has been active in many groups that have 

met there—including NCJW/LA’s Advocacy 

Committee—and says she has always thought of the building  

as “a place for social justice.”

As a result of childhood experiences, Jerilyn early on devoted 

herself to ending violence against women and girls. An activist 

since she was an undergraduate—she won 18 different awards 

for student body activism from Los Angeles Valley College—

Jerilyn went on to hold several NOW offices on the local and 

state level. In addition, Jerilyn began working with The Peace 

Alliance in 2005 and sits on the Los Angeles County and Los 

Angeles City Domestic Violence Task Forces.

Even Jerilyn’s career reflects her passion for social justice. She 

currently works for the Jewish Labor Committee’s Western 

Region as project director of its Program to End Human 

Trafficking in American Labor.

Though not Jewish, Jerilyn feels very welcomed by the communi-

ty and says its values are exactly in line with her personal beliefs. 

“I love what NCJW./LA stands for and what it does,” she said. “It 

is a perfect fit for me and an honor and a privilege to work with 

the Advocacy Committee. Being involved enables me to advocate 

for violence prevention, reproductive rights, and other issues I 

believe in.” She adds that the experience has been eye-opening 

as well. “The variety of programs we come up with has allowed 

me to expand beyond my ‘core’ issues to health care and other 

issues,” she said.

Involvement with NCJW/LA also has provided Jerilyn with the 

opportunity to educate other women on how to become more 

involved in the legislative process. Recently she shared her 

expertise about meeting with legislators, developed during many 

visits to Sacramento, at a “Lobbying 101” workshop for NCJW/

LA members and other community activists.
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Council Thrift Shops

In the midst of a troubled economic 
climate and some difficult prospects for 

the coming year, the generosity of NCJW/
LA Council Thrift Shops donors shone 
brighter than ever. Once again, their mean-
ingful and essential contributions exceeded 
expectations to further the mission of the 
National Council of Jewish Women/ 
Los Angeles.

The following are highlights of 
accomplishments over the past year:

■ The “Best of the Best” events once 
again were a spectacular success. More 
and more customers began lining up 
as early as 5 a.m. to discover treasures 
and great buys. The events are held 
five or six times a year at each of eight 
store locations.

■ Council Thrift Shops continued to 
support people in need of cloth-
ing through its free clothing voucher 
program, in which more than 25 local 
charities distributed vouchers.

■ In December 2010, NCJW/LA’s Annual 
Clothing Giveaway distributed more 
than 70,000 pieces of clothing to over 
5,000 recipients. Individuals and families 
in need lined up as early as 5 a.m. to 
receive free clothing and children’s 
books and toys.

■ The Venice and Canoga Park store 
locations were completely remodeled 
with new fixtures, lighting, and signage. 
These two Council Thrift Shops have 
now become two of NCJW/LA’s 
leading volume stores.

■ Increased advertising in the Jewish 
Journal, Tribe Magazine, Performances 
Magazine, Hollywood Bowl Magazine, 
the Los Angeles Times and Los Angeles 
Magazine contributed to raising 
the profile of Council Thrift Shops 
throughout Los Angeles.

■ Council Thrift Shops expanded its  
presence on the Web and via social 
media with the help of consultants.

Council Thrift Shops thanks all of its 
donors, customers, staff, volunteers, and 
supporters, who each and every day play a 
vital role in its successes. Through the tire-
less dedication of these individuals, Council 
Thrift Shops is able to provide 80 percent 
of the revenue for NCJW/LA’s programs 
and services, which make a difference in 
the lives of more than 15,000 individuals 
every year. 

Only at Council Thrift Shops can dropping 
off an unwanted lamp not only become 
someone else’s treasure, it also gives hope 
for a better tomorrow.

Merchandise at “Best of the Best” events includes collectibles, furniture, accessories, designer 
clothing, antiques, and jewelry.

Customers lined up outside the Veteran store 
for a “Best of the Best” event
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City Council member Paul Krekorian (left) and Los Angeles Mayor 
Antonio Villaraigosa (center) were among the hundreds of volunteers 
helping out at NCJW/LA’s 2010 Clothing Giveaway.

The newly remodeled Venice Blvd. store in West Los Angeles

Lorraine Joffe 
Thinking Beyond  
the Storefront

A longtime customer 

of Council Thrift Shops, 

Lorraine Joffe was im-

pressed by the sense of 

community in the stores. 

An empty-nester, the 

friendliness and devotion of the staff drew 

her in and she started volunteering at the 

Veteran and Granville locations. “I learned 

a lot about brand names and pricing doing 

this,” she says.

While helping out at a “Best of the Best” 

event, Lorraine overheard a couple of 

shoppers talking about reselling their 

purchases on eBay—which led to what 

she calls an “aha” moment. Lorraine did 

some research, learning that eBay waives 

its insertion and final value fees for non-

profit organizations, and last summer ap-

proached NCJW/LA about selling some of 

its merchandise online. The test item was a 

Mont Blanc fountain pen that she listed at 

$50. “Within seven days, the pen had sold 

for $545 to someone in Japan,” she recalls. 

That was the beginning of Council Thrift 

Shops’ international eBay store, which has 

grown to nearly 200 listings, with sales 

exceeding $10,000 each month.

A former college teacher who now does 

real estate investment, Lorraine currently 

serves on NCJW/LA’s Thrift Committee. 

She is always thinking outside the box on 

behalf of Council Thrift Shops. “It’s gratify-

ing when you have ideas and they’re put 

into action—and they do good besides,” 

she says.
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Scholarship Program

At NCJW/LA, we know that it takes 
more than one person, more than 

one act, to build something that lasts. 
For more than 20 years, the Women 
Helping Women Scholarship Program has 
provided financial assistance to empower 
women to change their circumstances 
through education, to pursue their dreams, 
and to build a better life for themselves 
and their families.

NCJW/LA’s scholarship recipients are 
nurses, teachers, vocational students, and 
those pursuing a range of degrees. They 
are single women, mothers, and grand-
mothers. They are women who were born 
into poverty, as well as those who found 
themselves unexpectedly struggling due to 
job loss, illness, or domestic violence. They 
have overcome obstacles that might have 
left others hopeless, and somehow they 
found the courage to imagine a better 
future. Fortunately they also found  
NCJW/LA.

In 2010–2011, NCJW/LA’s Scholarship 
Committee awarded a total of $23,000 
in scholarships to 16 impressive women 
who are enrolled in school in the 
greater Los Angeles area, and have been 
empowered to change their lives for  
the better. 

Thank you to the generous donors who 
made these life-changing gifts possible:

Diane Nosseck
The Singerman/Nosseck  
Memorial Scholarship

June Miller
The June Miller Nursing  
Education Scholarship

The Family of Fran Teller
The Inger Lawrence-M.R. Bauer 
Foundation Nursing Studies Scholarship

Jackie Goldberg
The Sol Goldberg Childcare Subsidy

Sophie Greenstadt
The Sophie Greenstadt Scholarship  
for Mid-Life Women

Suzanne and Stan Caplan
The Ellis Scholarship for Childcare

Mary Smart and Sylvia Schulman
The Susan Schulman Begley  
Memorial Scholarship

Sylvia Schulman
The Samuel Schulman  
Memorial Scholarship

New Scholarships

Due to the generosity of Stephen Teller, 
Shelli Dodell, and their families, NCJW/
LA is offering two new scholarships  
beginning in December 2011.

The Sherman & Frances L. Teller Teacher’s 
Scholarship will award $2,000 for teachers 
pursuing their Clear Credential. NCJW/LA 
is grateful to the family and friends of Fran 
and Sherman Teller for making possible this 
opportunity to support the most impor-
tant change agents in our community: 
public schoolteachers.

The Dodell Women’s Empowerment 
Scholarship will award $1,000 to assist 
mid-life women who are returning to 
school. NCJW/LA is extremely grateful to 
the Dodell family, and to all its donors, for 
their generosity in helping women improve 
their lives during such difficult times.

Sustaining the Scholarship Program

■ What does it take to inspire change in 
someone’s life?

■ A commitment of 20 hours per year 
by each Scholarship Committee  
member

■ A minimum donation of $5,000 to 
establish a new scholarship, and a  
commitment to maintain a balance  
of $2,500 in the fund

■ As much as you can give to help 
NCJW/LA keep one of its current 
scholarships alive

■ As little as a single NCJW/LA tribute

To find out how you can contribute to  
the Scholarship Committee, contact  
the WHW Scholarship Coordinator  
at 323-852-8515 or whw@ncjwla.org.
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Shelli Dodell 
Empowering Mid-Life Women Through Education

Change is hard, and the unknown can often be frightening.  

So when Women Helping Women Vice President Shelli Dodell 

learned that women in mid-life who were seeking to change their 

circumstances needed assistance, she raised her hand to help.

As a paraprofessional counselor on WHW’s Counseling Talkline 

for the past six years, Shelli has received calls from numerous 

women who want to go back to school but struggle to pay for the 

opportunity to continue their education. “I spoke with my husband 

about the many calls coming in for some kind of help. Because of 

our passion for education, we decided to help empower these 

women and encourage their dreams,” says Shelli, an NCJW/LA  

Life Member.

Thanks to the generosity of Shelli and her husband, Herb, the 

Dodell Women’s Empowerment Scholarship will be offered for  

the first time in December 2011 to a woman who is going back  

to school to complete her education in mid-life.

“We hear from many Talkline callers who have been in their jobs 

for several years, and their employers let them go because they 

can get someone younger for less money,” Shelli says. “Sometimes 

that job is all they know, and yet they have to start over. Advancing 

their education is a way for them to make a life change and find 

some security for their future.”

Shelli Dodell reviewing an application for the new 
Dodell Women’s Empowerment Scholarship
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National Programs

National Council of Jewish Women’s 
campaigns and initiatives champion 

progressive policies, help improve the lives 
of women, children, and families through 
local and federal-level advocacy work, and 
provide educational resources and action 
opportunities that enable NCJW mem-
bers and supporters to maximize their 
impact as agents of social change.  

Since its launch in 2001, BenchMark: 
NCJW’s Judicial Nominations Campaign 
has educated and mobilized NCJW  
members, the Jewish community, friends, 
and allies everywhere to promote a fed-
eral bench with judges who support fun-
damental freedoms, including a woman’s  
right to reproductive choice.

Through the BenchMark campaign, NCJW 
leveraged immense grassroots capacity 
and grew the number and commitment of 
advocates around the country to speak up 
against injustice and for nominees to the 
federal courts who will protect individual 
rights and freedoms. The campaign contin-
ues to thrive with advocates around the 
country taking a strong stand for consti-
tutional values—and for judicial nominees 
with proven records of commitment to 
fundamental constitutional rights. 

Higher Ground: NCJW’s Domestic 
Violence Campaign is a national effort to 
end domestic violence by improving the 
economic status of women. Grounded in 
the understanding that economic secu-
rity is critical to women’s safety, Higher 
Ground educates and mobilizes advocates, 
community members, and decision-makers 
to promote progressive policy solu-
tions that champion women’s economic 
autonomy. NCJW believes that by working 
to improve women’s economic status, it 
can add to the important prevention and 
intervention work that is already being 
done and can help eradicate one of the 
largest systemic reasons that violence 
against women persists: lack of financial 
security.

In addition, Higher Ground is home to 
NCJW’s advocacy work on public policy 
issues that directly relate to domestic vio-
lence, women’s economic security, or both. 
For example, NCJW currently advocates 
raising the minimum wage in order to 
improve the low-income status that puts 
many women at greater risk of intimate 
partner violence.

Plan A: NCJW’s Campaign for 
Contraceptive Access aims to secure and 
protect access to contraceptive informa-
tion and options. A community-based, 
proactive national campaign, Plan A is 
firmly rooted in the belief that such access 
is necessary for women’s well-being and 
equality. Plan A mobilizes the faith-based 
and progressive communities as well as 
the public at large to take action through 
a combination of education and advo-
cacy. From Pittsburgh to Phoenix, and St. 
Louis to San Diego, Plan A advocates are 
educating themselves and engaging others 
around the five Plan A issues: pharmacy 
refusals, comprehensive sexuality educa-
tion, emergency contraception, affordable 
contraception, and young women’s access. 

Left to right: NCJW CEO Nancy K. Kaufman sits down for 
a chat with Hon. Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Democratic Leader 
of the House, and her daughter, documentary filmmaker 
and writer Alexandra Pelosi. In March 2011 at NCJW’s 
45th Convention in Dallas, the two accepted NCJW’s 
Women Who Dared Award in tandem.
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NCJW’s Promote the Vote, Protect the 
Vote initiative is designed to secure and 
safeguard voting rights for all, and encour-
age participation in the democratic pro-
cess at the community, state, and federal 
levels.   

2010 marked the 90th anniversary of the 
passage of the 19th Amendment to the 
Constitution—granting women the right 
to vote. NCJW, founded in 1893 on the 
principle of empowering women, played 
a role in winning that cherished right to 
vote for women. Decades later, NCJW 
advocates fought hard for the historic 
Voting Rights Act, passed in 1965, to end 
discrimination in voting. More recently, 
NCJW supported legislation to remove 
barriers to voting through the Help 
America Vote Act. Across decades, NCJW 
has understood that voting is the corner-
stone of our democracy.

Voices for Reproductive Choices is an 
emergency action campaign designed to 
help powerful NCJW advocates speak 
out against current attacks to women’s 
reproductive health and rights. Launched 
on March 3 at NCJW’s 45th National 
Convention, this emergency campaign 
responds to a series of three extreme 
anti-choice bills making their way through 
Congress: the No Taxpayer Funding for 
Abortion Act (HR 3), the Protect Life 
Act (HR 358), and the Title X Abortion 
Provider Prohibition Act (HR 217). While 
they differ in specifics, all three of these 
legislative measures would impose funding 
or coverage restrictions on critical health 
services, endanger women’s health, limit 
women’s rights as moral decision-makers, 
and erode religious liberty by imposing 
one view of abortion.

NCJW has fought throughout its history 
for the protection of every woman’s right 
to reproductive choices, including safe 
and legal abortion and the elimination of 
obstacles that limit reproductive freedom. 
These rights are integrally bound to reli-
gious freedoms—legislating one religious 
viewpoint on these very personal issues 
would restrict religious liberty for all.

NCJW’s work in Israel directly mirrors 
the organization’s efforts to create pro-
gressive social change in the US. NCJW’s 
pioneering Israel programs foster and 
support education, promote the empow-
erment of women, and bridge the gaps in 
society for Israel’s vulnerable women, chil-
dren, and families. Three years ago, NCJW 
welcomed a partnership with US/Israel 
Women to Women (W2W), an orga-
nization dedicated to supporting grass-
roots programs and advocacy efforts for 
women in Israel. NCJW has been actively 
involved in Israel for more than 60 years, 
with programs like the NCJW Research 
Institute for Innovation in Education (RIFIE) 
at the Hebrew University and the NCJW 
Women & Gender Studies Program at 
Tel Aviv University forming the corner-
stones of NCJW’s historical educational 
work. Today, strategic efforts like the Israel 
Granting Program and NCJW’s advocacy 
and coalition work continue in this spirit of 
education and empowerment—helping to 
advance the lives of women, children, and 
families and ensure Israel’s future. 

NCJW voices stand 
for economic justice in 
Washington, DC, during 
the Wal-Mart Stores, 
Inc. v Betty Dukes, et al 
Supreme Court hearing 
in June 2011.
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Donors

Thank you to all of our 
supporters, who have 

helped change the lives of 
women, children, and families 
with their generosity.

$10,000 and above

City of Los Angeles
City of West Hollywood
M.R. Bauer Foundation,  
Frances Teller
June Miller
Modestus Bauer Foundation, 
Frances Teller
Ethel Morrison

$5,000–9,999

Shelli Dodell
Berry Gordy
Sempra Energy Foundation
Amy and Jeffrey P. Straus

$1,000–4,999

Millie Allinson
Bank of America
Leah Bergman
Suzanne and David Buckholtz
Cannon Family Foundation
Carylon Foundation
Claudina Hanna
Ned Harris
Patricia Hubbard
Joseph Hoyt Foundation,  
Phyllis Cohen
Deborah Kallick
Milken Family Foundation
Marie Monsod
Cipra Nemeth
Irene Perer
Erin Powell
Lea Rosendahl
Ellen Schnur
Peggy Shapiro
Shirley Shapiro

Shirley and Ralph Shapiro  
Family Fund
Sidney Stern Memorial Trust
Merle Siegel
Carolyn Spiegel
Stratton-Petit Foundation
Frances Teller
Lenore Wax
Wells Fargo Foundation

$500–999

Anita Aratow
Jennifer Baronoff
Sylvia Bellamy
Delores Berg
Deborah Berger
Benjamin Bohr
Pam Brown
Jean Concoff
Carol A. Halperin
Susan Isaacs
Helen Katz
Robert and Merryll Klausner
Tracy E. Kwiker
Beverly Mushinsky
Marcy Norton
Rose Norton
Patricia Schiller
Peggy Schwartz
Steven Shatz
Susan Sysler

$250–499

Jean Aaron
Kurt Anker
Lance Brown
Cars 4 Causes
CBS Productions
Gail Cohen
Olivia Cohen-Cutler
Arline Colton
Daphne Dennis
Carol Fox
Jean Gaynor

Barry Goldstein
Harrington Group, LLP
Stephanie M. Hayutin
Dorothy N. Jonas
Joanne Kravitz
Laura Lake
Cynthia Lay
Alan Livingston
Fran Lyons
Lenore Machanic
Mastercard Matching Gift Program
Janet Meltzer
Myra K. Morewitz
Mount Sinai Memorial Parks
Debby Newman
Kurt Patino
C. Jean Pearlstein
Rachel Plotkin
Leanore Saltz
Schacter Orthodontics ADC
Marla Smith
Laura Snoke
Bella Stavchansky
Rebecca Lyn Wayne
Ruth Williams
Allen Zatkin
Ruth Zeitzew

$50–249 

Sylvia Abrams
Cheryl Abrams
Gloria Adler
Thelma Alper
Debra Alpert
Thelma Altshul
Laura Altschuler
Miriam Altschuler
Don Arenfeld
Sally Assin
Robert Bagby
Eugena Barkley
Maxine Barton-Bauman
Suzanne Baum
Joan Bauman

Naomi Beck
Myra Beisel
Ada Bender
Ann Benson Segal
Joshua Berger
Eileen Berkowitz
Irene Berman
Anne Bernstein
Harriette Bernstein
Karen Bernstein
Dana Bigman
Marilyn Bigman
Howard Bloom
Seymour Bloom
Karol Blumenthal
Esther Bormaster
Sylvia Bremer
Clare Bronsen
Judi Brown
Kerren Brull
Kristine Brunner
Gloria Burney
Natalie Caine
Miriam Cantor
Janet Change
Janet Chapman
Rosalyn Chapman
Diane Chavez Sunderland
Christopher Cimiluca
Patsy Cobb
Belissa Cohen
Cynthia Cohen
Leona Cohen
Shirley Cohen
Shoshana Cohen
Nelson Colvin
Karen Constine
Nita G. Corinblit
Debra C. Cronin
Barbara Dembo
Marian DeWitt
Deborah Diamond
Ty Dickstein
Rochelle Dube
Sofiya Dubinsky
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Marcia Edmond
Janice S. Ehrlich
Dot Eichel
Sharon Elson
Susan Ettinger
Eileen Fagin
Jeanne Fannan
Kimberly Kristine Fay
Helene Feingold
Karen S. Figilis
Judith Firestone
Alice Fisher
Judy Fisher
Muriel Flagg
Nancy Fogelman
Teri Frank
Kelley Fraser
Barbara Freeman
Rita Freeman
Lisa Friedman
Olive Gallagher
Ron Galperin
George Georges
Burt Germain
Jill Glasband
Francesca Glassenberg
Janet Glick
Zita Gluskin
Bernice Gold
Donna Gold
Esther Goldsmith
Frances Goldsmith
Alan Goldstein
Carol Goldstein
Toni Goldstein
Viti Golomb
Madeline Goodwin
Annette Gottlieb
Dorothy Gould
Andrea Goyan
Irene Graff
Richard Green
Tony Greenberg
Grace Gross
Janet Grossfeld

Dorothy Groswirth
Gini Gruber
Elaine Grunauer
Michelle Haines
Carolyn Haselkorn
Kathleen Heller
Kelly Herman
Marion Hillman
Toby M. Horn
Lindsey Horvath
Louise Horvitz
Andrea Horwatt
Intercommunity Emergency 
Medical Group
Natalie Issner
Lorraine Joffe
Marcia Jones
JS2 Communications
Rosalind Kagel
Cyndee Kahn
Margye L. Kaufman
Rose Kaufman
Walter Kaufman
Karen Kay
Diane Kessler
Arlene Klein
Naomi Klein
Patricia Kourt
Helen Kozberg
Loris Kramer-Lunsford
Sydney Krelstein
Abby Krom
Sheila Kuehl
Robert Kulzer
Monica Lacher
Erin Lacorte
Jayme Lake
Kent Lawrence
Marilyn Lee
Stan Lee
Marla Lefton
Sharon Leib
Alexis Leland
Moselle Leland
Ruth Lerner

Diane Leslie
Florence Levin
Jack Levine
Jennifer Levine
Fan Levy
Lillian Levy
Linda Levy
Lois F. Levy
Elisabeth Leyson
Bette-Jane Licht Krom
Benjamin and Zachary Light
Lauren Gale Linde
Howard Liu
Sharon Lore-Weiss
Jaime Lorente
Sandra Lunsford
Rosalie Lurie
Elliot F. Mandwelle
Dorothy Manolson
Bert Marqusee
Eve Marsh
Muriel Mastey Guerin
Hilary Matthews
Judith Matz
Grace May-Levine
Rena Maymudes
Judith Meisels
Philip Metson
Melody Miller
Eleanor Morris
Geraldine Moscowitz
Ellyn Moscowitz
Esther Mueller
Faina Nadgornaya
Betty Jane Neymark
Jennifer Niles
Sandra Nimoy
Zorina Ohanian
Karen Olson
Renee Ordeneaux
Andrea Ornstein
Sophia Orshansky
Licia Owolo
Pamela Pacelli
Arlene Paster

Ruth Peck
Joan Peltin
Marilyn Petrone
Benjamin Pohn
Kim Pomerantz
Madeleine Rackley
Adele Raymond
Annette Renwick
Shelley Resnik
Ada Roberts
Shirley Roberts
Jerome Rodstein
Marla Rubin
Marilyn Ryback
Linda Saltzman
Barbara Sant
Gloria Savinar
Helene Schacter
Gayle Schnaid
Karen Schneider
Michelle Schneider
Sonia Schneider
Alice Schoenwald
Laura Schoor
Sandra Schulman
Antonia Schuman
Allison Schwarz
Ann Segal-Benson
Ethel Seid
Joan Seidel
Fern Seizer
Hillary Selvin
Evelyne Shabo-Elbaum
Mary Sharf
Bonnie Shatz
Syvia Sherwood
Davida Shipkowitz
Shomrei Torah Synagogue
Yetta Shragg
Susan Siegel-Reuveni
Annette Silberman
Charlotte Sinay
Raisa Sklyut
Laura Slovin
Hortense Snower
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Albert Solomon
Andrea L. Stanley
Jerilyn Stapleton
Jean Staub
Denise I. Stavsky
Ilse Stein
Sandra Stoller
Rita Strongin
Dori Stuchinsky
Julie Summers
Katsuo Suzuki
Andrea Swerdlow
Yael Swerdlow
Agnes Szekeres
Stephen Teller
Renee Tener-Hertzberg
Lilith Terry
Harold Tomin
Marlene Varnen
Evelyn Weinstein
Sandra Weinstock
Renee Weisenberg
Lucille Weiss
Jeanette Welles
Sheri Welles
Thelma Weston
Allyne Winderman
Joan Wolf
Kevin Wolf
Rachel Wolff
Rosemarie Wolff
Sylvia Wollner
Nancy Wolman
Paul Woolls
Barbara Yaroslavsky
Sarah Yucht
Sandra Zack
Joseph Zelenay
Sarisa Zoghlin
Mollie Zucker
Jane Zuckerman

The National Council of Jewish 

Women/Los Angeles also thanks 

the many individuals who made 

contributions of less than $50.  

Due to space constraints, we are 

unable to list them individually.

Join the Second Century Society

To ensure that the work of National Council of 

Jewish Women/Los Angeles will continue well 

into this century, we invite you to become part 

of our future. No matter your age, means, or 

walk of life—through a will, retirement plan, 

charitable gift annuity, fully paid insurance plan, 

or trust—by including NJCW/LA in your estate 

plans, you can add your legacy to ours.

The Second Century Society was established 

to celebrate to celebrate those individuals who 

have included NCJW/LA in their estate plans. 

By joining the Second Century Society, you 

can be acknowledged today for your future 

commitment. You can join the society by naming 

National Council of Jewish Women/Los Angeles 

in your will or living trust or as a beneficiary of 

your life insurance policy.

For information, please contact Dana Bigman at 

323-852-8507 or dana@ncjwla.org.
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Financial Highlights

Statement of Revenue and Expenses 2010–2011

 AMOUNT PERCENTAGE

Revenue

 Thrift Shop Net Income $ 1,677,856 82%

 Grants 153,884 7%

 Contributions and Other Income 149,915 7%

 Special Events (Net) 14,023 1%

 Membership Dues 17,722 1%

 Shared Occupancy 43,050 2%

 Total $2,056,450 100%

Expenses

 Program Services $1,736,928 85%

 Management and General 191,836 9%

 Fund Development 124,613 6%

 Total $2,053,377 100%

Detailed Program Service Expenses

 Women Helping Women $1,116,809 64%

 Membership and Leadership Development 259,047 15%

 Women Helping Children 229,731 13%

 Advocacy 131,341 8%

 Total $1,736,928 100%

Thrift Shop Net Income 82%

Program Services 85%

Women Helping Women 64%

Grants 7%

Management  
and General 9%

Fund 
Development 6%

Special Events (net) 1%

Membership Dues 1%

Shared Occupancy 2%

Contributions and  
Other Income 7%

Membership 
and Leadership 
Development 15%

Women 
Helping Children 13%

Advocacy 8%
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Board of Directors

Board of Directors 2011–2012

CO-PRESIDENTS 

Amy Straus

Ruth Zeitzew

VICE PRESIDENTS

Deborah Berger, DEVELOPMENT & OUTREACH

Pamela Brown, WOMEN MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Shelli Dodell, WOMEN HELPING WOMEN

Susan Isaacs, WOMEN HELPING CHILDREN

Cipra Nemeth, COUNCIL THRIFT SHOPS

Lee Saltz, ADVOCACY

SECRETARY

Rebecca Wayne 

TREASURER

C. Jean Pearlstein

PARLIAMENTARIAN

Peggy Schwartz

DIRECTORS

Anita Aratow

Jennifer Baronoff

Suzanne Buckholtz

Gail Cohen

Phyllis Cohen

Irene Perer

Merle Siegel

Marla Smith

Lotte Sohn

Board of Directors 2010–2011
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VICE PRESIDENTS
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Phyllis Cohen
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TREASURER

C. Jean Pearlstein

PARLIAMENTARIAN

Peggy Schwartz

DIRECTORS

Anita Aratow

Suzanne Buckholtz

Shelli Dodell

Susan Isaacs

Debby Newman 

Irene Perer

Marla Smith

Fran Teller

Management Team

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Hillary Selvin

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

Sofiya Dubinsky

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT & 
COMMUNICATION

Dana Bigman

DIRECTOR OF RETAIL OPERATIONS

Robert Klausner

DIRECTOR OF WOMEN HELPING WOMEN

Ava Rose, LCSW

DIRECTOR OF MEMBERSHIP & OUTREACH

Susan Sysler

DIRECTOR OF WOMEN HELPING CHILDREN

Melissa Tillman

DIRECTOR OF ADVOCACY

Ruth Williams

OFFICE & FACILITIES MANAGER

Carole Pearson
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The National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW) is a grassroots 

organization of volunteers and advocates who turn progressive 

ideals into action. Inspired by Jewish values, NCJW strives for 

social justice by improving the quality of life for women, children, 

and families and by safeguarding individual rights and freedoms.

NCJW’s Los Angeles section has been at the forefront of social 

change for more than a century by providing the community with 

programs and services. Today, NCJW/LA serves more than 15,000 

individuals each year by providing over 220,000 hours of 

programs and services with the support of 400 volunteers.

LOS ANGELES SECTION OFFICE
543 N. Fairfax Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90036
323-651-2930
fax 323-651-5348
www.ncjwla.org

NEW YORK HEADqUARTERS
475 Riverside Dr., Suite 1901
New York, NY 10115
212-645-4048, 800-829-NCJW
fax 212-645-7466
www.ncjw.org

WASHINGTON OFFICE
1707 L Street, NW, Suite 950
Washington, DC 20036
202-296-2588
fax 202-331-7792
action@ncjwdc.org

ISRAEL OFFICE
NCJW Research Institute
School of Education, Room 267
The Hebrew University
Mt. Scopus
Jerusalem Israel 91905
011-972-2-588-2208
fax 011-972-2-581-3264
ncjwisrael@gmail.com


